
Sustainable Cycling Futures
Lancaster University, 29-30 September 2016

The Cycling and Society Symposium comes back home!

Lancaster University and the Centre for Mobilities Research are proud to host 
the 13th Cycling and Society Symposium, 
12 years after its inception in Lancaster.

Moving beyond its past, 
this year’s Cycling and Society Symposium aims to focus on the future of cycling.

Contributions are welcome by researchers, practitioners, cycling enthusiasts and advocacy groups
on a series of topics that should help us think, reconfgure and hopefully materialise sustainable

cycling futures.

Sustainable Cycling Futures

Increasing attention is being given to the practice of cycling, in particular its potential contribution
to more sustainable confgurations of everyday living and moving in and between cities. Despite its
long-standing past, cycling has been introduced as a ‘new’ mobility practice that can contribute to
the development of sustainable futures. This two-day symposium aims to contribute to such
emerging discussions on cycling and its role in the confguration of sustainable futures. However,
this symposium also aims to explore the future sustainability of the practice of cycling itself. Future
methodologies for researching cycling are thus essential to break qualitative/quantitative
dichotomies and to engage more effectively various stakeholders. By introducing the following
panels, the symposium aims to address a series of topics that can become critical in shaping
cycling, by identifying both facilitating and hindering factors for its future sustainability. The two-
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day symposium will be structured around a series of sessions which will conclude with a
Roundtable Discussion on the ‘Global Futures of Cycling’. A flm screening on ‘Cycling Futures’ at
the end of the frst day will also contribute to an open debate on the future(s) of cycling. The
symposium will end with participation in Lancaster’s Critical Mass.

Contributions are welcome to the following themes: 

1. Cycling and Everyday Life in the City: 

Much effort has been spent in recent years on increasing levels of what is often called utility or
rational cycling (Aldred 2014), but little is still understood about how the spatio-temporalities of
cycling integrate within more general mobility as well as other social practices of individuals.
Furthermore, less attention is being paid to leisure and sport cycling as distinctive mobility
practices, although they contribute in equal measure to what a vélomobile subject represents
(Pesses 2010; Ebert 2004). This panel welcomes papers covering aspects of various cycling
practices and how they are integrated within the complexities and contingencies of everyday life in
the city.

2. Cycling Inequalities: 

This panel aims to unfold the multiple and diverse inequalities that can be embedded in the current
cycling system and that we need to take into consideration in order to confgure and materialise
sustainable cycling futures. On the one hand, cycling is increasingly framed as a response to issues
o f Transport a n d Fuel Poverty, as well as other various socio-economic inequalities that are
manifested in contemporary urban settings. On the other hand, cycling is increasingly perceived as
a practice whose various socio-material, infrastructural, political and economic entanglements can
embed, reproduce or generate new inequalities among individuals, institutions, districts, cities and
countries, in a way that can also raise questions of inclusion and access (Horton and Parkin 2012;
Pucher and Buehler 2012). This panel welcomes contributions that will unpack the
interrelationship between cycling and inequalities, by focusing on: a) the diversity of inequalities
that cycling can address, b) the inequalities it generates and that we need to consider in order to
confgure a more inclusive sustainable cycling future. 

3. Emerging Innovations for Cycling Futures

This panel invites contributions that deal with emerging innovations in organization of public 
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cycling infrastructures (public bike-sharing schemes), incorporation of new media technologies in
the everyday practices of bike use and development of e-bike mobilities in different cultural and
regulatory contexts. Papers discussing computer-mediated forms of socializing among cyclists are
also welcome. The goal of the panel is to explore how recent technological innovations shape
global cycling (e)mobilities and infuence the everyday practices of the bike use in the cities. 

4. Researching Cycling: 

Predict and provide theories from transport planning and as cost-beneft analysis from the
economic sphere are common methods used to research cycling as well as to inform the decisions
to invest in cycling infrastructures. The recent developments in GIS technologies, smart apps and
big data offer equally important insights on how to best provide for cycling. Still, cycling remains an
embodied practice, where mobile methods of research (Büscher and Urry 2009) are essential to
account for feeting, ephemeral and diffcult to represent cycling practice. This panel invites
contributions that address both the quantitative and qualitative aspects of cycling research, with a
focus on how to devise innovative and interdisciplinary methods that can help us shape future
cycling research. 

5. Cycling Governance:

The concept of governance within cycling is relatively new. As cycling became more visible as a
national policy issue from the 1990's onwards a variety of state and non-state actors have engaged
in cycling initiatives and various collaborations, as well as tensions have emerged (Aldred 2012).
This panel invites contributions from the myriad of actors involved in cycling in order to address
the various challenges for the development of sustainable cycling futures. Within this concept of
governance, what is the role of different governance bodies in the future sustainability and
scalability of cycling? What are the challenges they currently face and how different policy
frameworks constitute facilitating or hindering factors in order to tackle such challenges? What is
the relationship between different top-down and bottom-up initiatives? How effective are
partnerships at representing the aims and objectives of different participants? Where does power
lie within these governance structures and how is access negotiated? Are grassroots organisations
able to participate within these governance structures offering truly bottom up approaches? Public
and private, governmental and non-governmental, academic and non-academic actors are invited
to address these as well as other questions considered central in their understanding of and
involvement in different governance mechanisms that can contribute to the development of
sustainable cycling futures. 
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Costs

We aim to make the conference accessible to all, although there is likely to be a nominal cost to
cover catering. 

Format of presentations

The organisers would welcome submissions of 300 word abstracts for 20 minute presentations. 

Summary timeline

Tuesday 31st May 2016 – deadline for abstract submissions

30th June – presenters notifed

30th June – registration opens

11th September – We also welcome extended abstracts of 3,000 words (including bibliography)
from participants who are interested in their papers being considered for a special issue on the
topic of 'Sustainable Cycling Futures' 

29th and 30th September – symposium in Lancaster 

Enquiries 

More details about the Cycling and Society Symposium 2016 can be found at
www.cyclingandsociety.org. Please direct any questions to the conference organisers, Cosmin
Popan, Katerina Psarikidou and Dennis Zuev at cyclingandsociety@gmail.com.
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