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In the Netherlands cycling is a mainstream activity



As a visitor you see young, old, men, women, different 
ethnicities and different abilities on the cycle path



1. Adolescents cycle more and use PT more, less use of cars

2. Baby boomers cycle more and further on the bike

(and in their car); almost 30% of all bike trips are by 50+;

3. The number of people with different ethnic backgrounds grows. 

They cycle less;

4. More regional differences, differences between cities and towns 

and rural areas.

(Source: “Leefpatronen, leefstijlen en veranderend fietsland”, Lucas Harms, UvA)

Current trends in NL: growth in cycling km’s



But how has the cycling trend amongst people with diverse ethnic backgrounds changed over time?



Bicycle ownership of the Amsterdam population 
in 1991 (according to country of origin)

“Bicycle ownership
It is an exception when all first generation immigrants can 
cycle. This accounts probably for all non-native Dutch, 
except the Surinamese. Even when they can cycle, 
immigrants hardly use the bicycle for transportation. The 
children of immigrants (mostly second generation) can 
cycle; but they also hardly use the bicycle for 
transportation. For Moroccan and Turkish girls the fact that 
they are female, which is a social barrier, plays an 
important role in the marginal use of the bicycle.”

Source: “Inventarisatie mogelijk fietsgebruik in Amsterdam” D.R.O. Amsterdam 1991 cited in: “Mobiliteit van allochtonen. Verslag van een voorstudie” MuConsult 1994



Bicycle ownership per household over time (in %)

Owns one or 
more bicycles

Dutch
97

Surinamese
76

Turkish
73

1991 Amsterdam 65 23 14

1995 residents of 
old urban areas

82 50.7 33.3

2003 Amsterdam 85 55 65

2005 Netherlands 97 76 73

Sources: Source: “Inventarisatie mogelijk fietsgebruik in Amsterdam” D.R.O. Amsterdam 1991 cited in: “Mobiliteit van allochtonen. Verslag van een voorstudie” MuConsult 1994. “Bewonders van oude stadswijken. Mobiliteit van allochtonen en autochtonen” MuConsult 1995. “Amsterdam op de fiets” 2003, DiVV. “Anders onderweg” Harms KiM



Bicycle mode share for inhabitants of old urban neighborhoods 

for different trip purposes in 1995
Bike mode share Dutch Surinamese Turkish

to work 26.9 12.4 2.6

for grocerie 
shopping

24.0 5.7 2.3

for shopping 26.4 3.0 1.5

for visiting friends / 
family outside the 
neighborhood

22.4 2.5 2.9

for visiting friends / 
family in the 
neighborhood

27.1 10.3 3.3

children to primary 
shool

28.1 4.5 0.5

youngsters to 
secondary school

8.6 4.0 5.5

Source: “Bewonders van oude stadswijken. Mobiliteit van allochtonen en autochtonen” MuConsult 1995



Transportation choice of non-western immigrants 
in Amsterdam in 1991

18%

4%

43%

34%

(Source: “Leefpatronen, leefstijlen en veranderend fietsland”, Lucas Harms, UvA)



Average number of trips per person per day 
according to ethnic background, 2005

Native Dutch

Non native Dutch

More than the 4% mode share in 1991?

(Source: “Anders onderweg”, Lucas Harms, KiM)



“Native Dutch use the bicycle for over a quarter of all 

trips, while people with a Turkish and Moroccan 

background use it for only a tenth of all trips. People from 

Surinam and the Dutch Antilles cycle a bit more, but still a 

lot less compared to native Dutch: 13% to 15% of their 

trips are done on the bicycle.”

Bicycle mode share amongst non-western 
immigrants between 10 - 15% in 2005

(Source: “Anders onderweg”, Lucas Harms, KiM)

Yes, more than the 4% mode share in 1991



Non  western  immigrant  women  use  the  bicycle  for  20%  of  
their  trips,  compared  to  the  Dutch  average  of  28%  (2010)

Source: “Spatial and social variations in cycling patterns in a mature cycling country exploring difference and trends” Harms et al 2014



Some (translated) quotes from Dutch researchers, 
policymakers and practitioners about the differences



“Finally, cultural tradition - possibly related to ethnicity -

appears to play a role. (…) This (result) should probably be 

interpreted more in terms of choice-set formation than 

generalised costs: cycling seems to be a travel alternative 

that has only a low probability of being included in the 

choice set of immigrants with a different cultural 

background.”

Conclusion in “Determinants of bicycle use: do 
municipal policies matter?” Rietveld et al, 2004



“… the share of immigrants has been growing, especially 

people originating from non-Western countries ….( 5% -> 

11% of the population) … Considering the low cycling 

shares of these groups, this growing proportion of ethnic 

minorities in total population has had a dampening effect 

on overall cycling levels.”

From “Spatial and social variations in cycling patterns in a mature 
cycling country exploring difference and trends” Harms et al 2014



• How did the bicycle mode share and bicycle ownership 

rates of non-western immigrants in the Netherlands 

change over time in cities, and in the Netherlands 

overall?

• If there was an increase in bicycle ownership and bicycle 

use, which factors may have played a role?

• …

• …

Research gap



Personal challenge
- Skill

- Cultural / religious 
belief

- Attitude
- Habit Infrastructural 

challenge
- Physical infrastructure

- Safety

Policy challenge
- Prejudicial treatment

- Lack of awareness
- Lack of knowledge

Societal issues
- Popular practice

- Peer influence / societal 
norms

Proposed conceptual framework to learn more 
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Chapter 4: ‘Lessons learned through training immigrant women in the 
Netherlands to cycle’ - University of Chester Press


