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We  are  (not)  so  different  from  each  other.







‘Copy	  and	  Paste’

“a presentation of Dutch cycling history along the line of available
historical analyses, would demonstrate that the promotion of bicycle
use along the lines of the Dutch requires more than just the ‘copying
and pasting’ of Dutch cycling facilities.”

Stoffers,	  2012,	  p.110



Data

• Observations	  made	  by	  the	  two	  
English	  researchers,	  without	  
any	  prescribed	  instructions
• Focus	  on	  the	  road	  
infrastructure,	  behaviour	  of	  
the	  cyclist,	  and	  other	  road	  
users	  emerged.
• Video	  footage	  used	  to	  
stimulate	  an	  inter-‐cultural	  
dialogue	  between	  different	  
cycling	  contexts.	  



Data	  and	  methods
During	  video:
Noted	  observations	  
independently

No	  prescribed	  focus

After	  video:
Compared	  and	  discussed	  our	  
(Jamie,	  Rorie)	  notes

Wilbert	  acted	  as	  a	  ‘cultural	  
broker’	  

Wilbert	  conducted	  thematic	  
analysis



Methods

During	  video:
Noted	  observations	  independently

After	  video:
Compared	  and	  discussed	  our	  (Jamie,	  Rorie)	  notes
Wilbert	  acted	  as	  a	  ‘cultural	  broker’	  

Wilbert	  analysed	  these,	  putting	  them	  into	  themes

Our	  situated	  culture	  as	  a	  spark	  to	  compare	  differences,	  nuances,	  
alternatives,	  unusual	  things,	  questioning	  a	  lot	  of	  things.



Themes

Livability

Tolerance

Communality

Imperfections

Comfort	  
and	  Safety
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and	  
safety



Jensen,	  2013,	  p.6





Implications

Policy: Method in itself can be helpful during corporate/government visits to high cycling contexts,

instead of being very one-‐dimensional, this offers 2-‐way interactions of ‘comparing’ cycling

situations/infra/cultures between places, without forgetting about the context they are situated in.

Thematic Analysis adds the structure in the ‘talk results’ here.

Research: Thematic analysis suggests that infrastructure can’t be the (only) foundation to build

inclusive cycling practices on. Rather the more nuanced and diverse way in which cyclists operate

‘on the ground’ should be used as a starting point for research: embedding cycling in everyday travel

rather than as standalone activity.



Future	  research

Expand	  study	  working	  with	  other	  UK	  parties	  that	  cycle	  to	  test	  how	  their	  
perceptions	  of	  Netherlands	  hold	  up.

Work	  with	  Netherlands	  cyclists	  as	  analysists	  to	  test	  suitability	  of	  staging	  
mobilities still	  applies	  to	  thematic	  analysis

Compare	  wider	  cycling	  experiences	  across	  countries,	  as	  suggested	  in	  
Aldred (2016)
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