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Listening Workshop
● 40 Women

● Group Discussions

● Scope Change



Decisions, Decisions
● Explore Methodology

● Field Research

● Audio, Video, Surveys

● 3 Pronged Approach



Gain Insights
● Logging & mapping issues

● Diary entries

● Face-to-face interviews



Next Steps

Coding, Identifying Themes
Initial Impressions Emerging



Initial Emerging Impressions

Public Transport
Time Management
Personal Safety 

Gendered Reactions
Infrastructure influencing Plans
Social Interactions



I think it’s like you get a bit lazy, I don’t want to wait on the bus anymore so 
maybe impatient more than lazy, and you know it is actually easier to get 
around by bike rather than wait on public transport or walking

Public Transport

“



But on a day where you have an appointment in Marino and then an 
appointment somewhere else and want to go shopping, the bike is the only 
thing. Because the bike means you can do all those things. You can cover 
everything. Yea, so like one day I cycled into Harcourt St, then out to Marino 
and then I think I went to North Wall. You just couldn’t do that, I’m not sure you 
could do it in a car actually, I mean you could do it in a car but you’d be going 
around on these magical mystery tours. It’s (cycling) by far the most efficient 
way.

Time Management

“



I've just always cycled, since I was 4, we always went to school by bike. I mean 
nothing influences me apart from that's my mode of transport. I don’t like the 
bus. I used to go to school on it..a few weird experiences on it. We'd be coming 
home late, me and my sister. I don't feel comfortable sitting in a position where 
I can't really get off without literally running. At least on my bike, I can take off.

Public Transport & Personal Safety

“



...they just say, you are a brave woman! I say it’s nothing crazy to do, I’m used 
to it but the women really feel afraid of cycling. Really. You see in my office we 
are like 70 people, 80% woman - and the only one who cycle is me. I am the 
only one. And the other 2 or 3 people who cycle, they are men...it’s like wow, 
you are really brave.

Gendered Reaction

“



...that’s another thing I realised with the bell. Because I go grocery shopping 
the road surface is really important. Because when you’ve got stuff in the 
basket OK, once you’ve got a laden bike your stability...I hadn’t noticed before 
how bad the surface in East Wall is for example. When you’re on the bike you’re 
afraid you’re going to be tipped off. I hadn’t really thought about that before; 
how bad the road surface is and when you’ve got a laden bike - when you’ve got 
a child on the bike or have grocery shopping...  

Infrastructure & Destinations

“



“ I feel I can just free my mind when I am just cycling, and I am not thinking of 
anything else, just focus on my cycle, and feel the wind on my face. It’s good. If 
you are on a bus or a luas, you are just inside in a place, just full of other 
people… warm, and I like to feel freedom. So I really enjoy cycling. 

Joy of Cycling



There are a lot more people around. When you see more people cycling it brings 
a smile out of you. That’s cool – I wouldn’t see that if I was in a car or on the 
DART. And using your body it just feels nice and I think I get to work I feel a lot 
more relaxed than if I was on another transport.

Social Interaction

“



Bikeweek 2010 "Pedal In The Park"

Need to 
understand the 
experience of 
diverse people



Try and find out 
what people 
experience



Why 

the 

disparity?



Women on Wheels

Louise Williams, Conor Cahill, Giulia Grigoli, Michelle Browne, Brian 
Mac Domhnaill, Janet Horner, Áine Tubridy, Mairéad Forsythe, 
Malgorzata Stach, Síle Ginnane, Robert Egan
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