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RESEARCH AIMS

 To understand the experiences of cisgender men bicyclists who identify as Black, 
Indigenous or other Persons of Color (BIPOC) and the effects of the urban space  
within Portland, Oregon on their active mobility.



THEORIZING MOBILITY JUSTICE 

▪ Mobilities scholarship has considered the capacities for people to move through 
spaces.

▪ Communal and societal support & infrastructure impact the functionality of 
mobility. 

▪ More work must center on how various forms of oppression impact mobility 
across disadvantaged groups.

▪ Injustice, harassment, and exclusion are common experiences for women, gender 
minorities, and people of color when using public transport or riding bicycles.

Relevant Literatures: Valentine 2007; Cresswell and Uteng 2008; Hanson 2010; Grant et al. 2011; Abelson 2014; 
Verlinghieri and Schwanen 2020; Karner et. al 2020;Stark and Lorenzo 2016.



PORTLAND, OREGON 

• Population: 640,000 people, 3.1 million in entire city region
• Rapidly growing
• Characterized by rapid development and gentrification
• Reputation as a bike-friendly city
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RESEARCH METHODS

 Semi-structured with bicyclists who ride at 
least once a week

 In-person, phone, and Zoom interviews

 Questions: Narrative questions on positive 
and negative experiences, barriers to active 
transportation, suggestions for the city of 
Portland. 

 Recruitment: Fliers in communal spaces, 
social media, snowball sampling, outreach to 
community-based organizations.

 Data Analysis: Inductive analysis, with a 
research team, using qualitative data 
analysis software.

 Interview Sample: 

 25 cisgender men of color in Portland, OR in 
2019 and 2020
�14 Black men 
�1 Native American man
�5 Latinx men
�5 Asian men
�Age range of 20-67. Mean: 35 



FINDINGS

▪ Racialized nature of public cycling spaces

▪ Men of color experience heightened visibility through verbal harassment 
and policing.

▪ They also experience invisibility in relationship to the exclusionary nature 
of cycling spaces as a result of gentrification, as well as increased 
vulnerability to traffic accidents.
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2020 Black Liberation Bike Ride



“So this...weekly bike ride that starts...downtown, and they usually do about 10-15 miles 
around the city… Usually they have about 25-50 riders, but in the summer, it can get way 
more people. It’s pretty cool. It was a great experience for me just to get to know the city 

and feel like bikes belong in the streets. But these rides are generally very, very, very, 
white. The way the city and the drivers respond to them has been tremendously different 

than when I was part of the Black Liberation Ride… It was a different ride because it 
wasn’t like a weekly meander around the city. But there were two instances on [the BLBR] 

ride when two people got hit. The Liberation ride was in the middle of the day as opposed 
to the Thursday night ride which is at night and you’d think that it would have been the one 

to be less safe.” -Oscar



HEIGHTENED VISIBILITY: RACE-BASED 
VERBAL HARASSMENT 
 “Being Asian I’m constantly super cognizant of my place and where I am, like bars, 
right? Especially being around drunk white people. I don’t know why I didn’t think of 
this, but there are so many areas that I won’t ride in because I don’t know how safe 
I’m going to feel. But it’s not just drunkenness. I’ve been called out when I’m riding my 
bike, like, ‘Chinaman!’ and stuff like that, and I’m not even Chinese.” -Liam 

 35% of study participants 
were verbally harassed 



HEIGHTENED VISIBILITY: POLICING

 “Yes, sometimes I do think about it. It’s a thing that’s in the back of my mind that I just 
switch off or whatever. But I try not to dress so hood. I try to look appropriate on my 
bike. Like if I’m riding my fixed gear bike, I’ll try to come out in my little fixed gear 
attire. If I’m riding my mountain bike, I try to look like a mountain biker. Like, you’re 
riding this $4,000 bike, you’ve got to look like a mountain biker. I was in Downtown at 
the food carts getting food and I had on a regular basketball shirt and basketball 
shorts and a shit ton of mud on me. So, I’m waiting on my food and these two cops roll 
up. They’re checking everyone out and they look and me and I look at them like what’s 
your problem? They said oh, you’ve got a really nice bike, whose bike is that? Like, this 
is my bike, who else’s bike would it be? They were just like yo, we were just asking you 
a question, and I was like do you not see me covered in mud? Who else’s bike would it 
be? Go bother somebody else. We got into an argument.”  -Kevin



 “Yeah, especially with gentrification. I’ve been riding in my community forever. These 
people are new to the area, but they act like they’ve been here for the past 100 years. 
They act like I’m a newcomer. I don’t know why white people come to the area and act 

like black people are newcomers. This is my neighborhood. What are you doing here? 
They don’t want to say hi. You say hi, and they act like they’ve got amnesia. But I still 
say hi even though they don’t say nothing back. Sometimes they don’t even look at you. 
Sometimes they may look at you, but I don’t read eye language. You need to open up 
your mouth. Not everybody’s like that, but there are a few privileged folks.”- Robert 

INVISIBILITY: GENTRIFICATION



INVISIBILITY: PHYSICAL SAFETY 

 “This car pretty intentionally cut me off and stopped in front of me and I went over 
the trucker’s car because I was trying to stop as quickly as I could. I’m on the ground 
and the guy got out of the car and started yelling at me like it was my fault. He was 
like, ‘no, I’m not giving you any information, blah, blah, blah.’ I was kind of scared 
that he was just going to try to take off. I asked him about insurance, and he said he 
didn’t have insurance. Then the cops came, and he was super cordial to them and he 
gave them his license and registration, so they gave that information to me, like if 
you need to contact this dude here it is. It was super strange to me because he was 
not giving me any information, like he didn’t want to give me his name. I was pretty 
sure he was just going to take off, which is why I stood in front of his car. That was 
super traumatic”- Khalid

20% of participants were 
victims of a hit and run. 



Intersecting Identities Matter
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SO, WHY BIKE? 

 “Yeah, biking is just like flying without drugs. It’s just beautiful.” - Kevin 

 “I do think it’s therapeutic. I think it’s therapeutic and I also think it’s good to meet 
other cyclists who feel the same way who are also my skin color because then I 
feel less alone. I’ve been seen as the only black man to ride a bike and that’s not 
true. I’ve seen other people riding their bikes too. It’s like biker city in my 
opinion”. - Tristan



SOCIETAL VIEWS ARE KEY TO 
INCLUSIVITY AND SAFETY IN 
MOBILITY 

•Social support to increase cycling amongst BIPOC communities matter (e.g. shifting 
cultural attitudes; culturally specific bike shops and programs) 

•Infrastructure upgrades are important but shifting societal views around public space 
is too, particularly for drivers (e.g. driver training, advertising)

•Addressing gentrification and investing in bike support services for displaced 
communities





CONCLUSION

 BIPOC cyclists experience challenges to 
biking related to heightened visibility 
or invisibility 

 Racial profiling, inadequate 
infrastructure and a lack of community 
support for diverse bike ridership limit 
mobility choices for BIPOC cyclists. 

 Mobility justice should be considered 
“… not as a state of affairs but in 
terms of ongoing process, power 
relations and struggles over praxis, 
meaning and values that are actively 
shaped by the places and spatial 
configurations as part of which they 
unfold.”

Verlinghieri, E. and T. Schwanen. 2020. “Transport and mobility justice: Evolving discussions.”


